MUSEUMS IN FRANCE. 
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SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. 


ag ot aa a 


at the Renaissance period. 


The following list contains the names of the principal 
Museums in France. In a general way it gives a clue to 
their contents, but for a country so rich in institutions 
of this nature it would require official returns to insure 
absolute completencss in the list. 


None such have been obtained if they are in existence. - 
As far, however, as the enumeration goes it is sufficient 
for the present purposes of the Museum, for which only 
it has been drawn up. 


France is considered to be better provided beter oe te 
and local Museums than any other country in Europe. 
It abounds with materials for such institutions. It is 
unrivalled in monuments of Medieval architecture of the 
boldest and most scientific construction. The 
oy erm structures of the viva: Eps 
iens, Laon, Lisieux, Bayeux, others, 
are culminating examples of the most vapene aed 
of pointed architecture in the direction of height, and the 
adjustment of weight the use of the pinnacle and 
buttress. Towards the Seca Nee 
architecture of the defences of Carcassone. In decorative 
effect these various structures are equally successful, and 
hence an enormous accumulation of fragments of details 
from ruined or repaired buildings, tombs, or other monu- 
ments of great value to the student. « again, the 
long Roman occupation of Gaul covered the South and 
centre up to Treves with important monuments. The 
largest of these such as the theatre of Or and the 
amphitheatres of Aries and Nismes, the walls of Arles, 
are more complete than anything of the kind in Italy, or 
are still Museums in themselves, while such citics as 
Vienne on the Rhone are so full of fragments that the 
Roman provincial art of the first, second, or third centuries 
can be as tully studied there as in Italy. To these should 
be added the enamels of Limoges so long renowned, and 
the various kinds of goldsmiths’ work which the patronage 
of Francis the first and the Medici princesses sct going 


France th the Medieval and Renaissance 
periods was rich in monastic institutions and feudal 
residences. From the facility of access to Italy and the 


a of communication, houses of both kinds 
in precious objects for religious or secular use. 


While they are rich with these and many other 
materials for collection, the French are proverbially neat 
and scientific in arrangement. “_ 


It is accordingly of im ¢ to be able to study the 
merits as Oe an: hades eben abtea 
their Museum arrangements. 


Special and very careful examinations have been made, 


authority of the Department, into such particulars 
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perfecting our own, 


It is considered too, that by noting what local and 
particular French collections contain, and the class of 
objects in which cach is richest, much may be done for 
the completion of similar institutions at home. 


It is of great importance that we should know where 
to for casts or reproductions of objects in which 
our Museums are deficient, as well as how to 
for furnishing such collections as are required to be of a 
special character, architectural, textile, ceramic, or what- 
ever it is, to suit the wants of our manufacturing towns 
where special branches of industry are worked. 


The list is, probably, incomplete and much information 

as to the present state and contents of various Museums 

| here named, remains to be acquired. Any information 
i; on this subject will be welcome, and should be addressed 


to— 
+ The Secretary, 
i South Kensington Museum, 
fi London, W. 
~ 
South Kensington Museum, . 


April 1866, | ; ia 
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A LIST OF MUSEUMS IN FRANCE. 
Prepared for the use of the South Kensington Museum. 


Aix. {ag ecbenel Cra 
a Large collection of mediocre Paintings, some 
pture, ee ae Natural History and 


Ob 
Boer end Aan Anu, and 40 Paning, 
ged Antiquities, chiefly Roman, and Natural 


Seulatea: The TownCouncil, Miscellaneous collection 
of Sculpure, MM a Pictures, and 


Bourges. Antiquities and Curiosities without order or 
arrangemen 
Brest. Models of Ships, Shipheads, ete. 


Caen. oe History. . 
Caen. Collection of Paintings. 
Calais. - ine aa 


Carpentras. Antiquities. 
Chartres. 


Cherbourg. Municipal. 164 Pictures. Founded 
Thomas Henri, a pps of the town. 7 
Clermont. Natural History. 

Colmar. 


Douai. Antiquities and Pictures (old Flemish School). 
Dreux. Curiosities, some Sculpture, etc. 
Evreux. Antiquities. 
Grenoble. Natural History. 
Grenoble. Large collection of mediocre Paintings. 
Havre. Pictures by Troyon, Yvon, Couture, etc. 
Langres. Antiquities, Pictures, and a collection of Birds 
by apo pal. Natural History and Paintings. 
ans. unicipal, istory ainti 
Le Puy. Some mediocre Paintings, some Roman An- 
et and collections of the Geology and 
ineralogy of the district. 
Lille. Municipal? Pictures & Drawings by the old Italian 
Raphael, paneecity So Bartolomeo, Michael 
alier Wicar. 


M. 
Nantes. Paloings. wo Goatsaie U. Geet 
Narbonne. Antiquities and Pictures. Founded by a local 
Antiquarian Society 


Nismes. Antiquities. Founded by M. Perrot. 

Nismes. ee wwe 7 

Orléans. Pictures, Local iquities, Carvings v 

; Wood, and Stone, Old Furnture, iron Werk, Poses 
aris usée d'Artillerie State. 
One of fi “ pe pe 7 


Paris (the vre). Su the State. Pictures, 
Drew ings of ayy ha Sculpture, Ancient 
Bronzes, Assynan : : 


ee hcicke, Ecaclegiel colicin: 
Ivories, Majolica, Ethnological collection, American 
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Louis ang i Porgy ad The Zoologia part 


Phillipe 
Paris (Hotel des Monnaics). by the State. 
collection of the Coins and of all countries. 
Founded 1775. 


Paris Ei teel Coane) hes gpa y thay <= ag 


P otal w oak Calcio. Fornare 

ottery, 

Gems, etc. wey by M. hae 
eminent antiquarian, 1833. Catalogue, very 

Paris('Ecole Impé rote Mineralogy by the State. 
Extensive and Fossil 
Organic remains. Founded 1780 1783. 

Paris (‘Ecole de Médecine). Poser tees, 
Anatomy and Materia Medica, a collection of 
Instruments, etc. Founded by M. Dupuytren, 1776. 

Paris ("eole Inapécile deo Reset, 5) oie Supported spp 
the State. Architectural 5 of W 
Paintings, and other Works of Art. wet, heen 


by the State. 
Models, Musical and Ops Instruments, a small col- 


1802. 
Pau. “Natural History of the Pyrenees. 


Perpignan. 
Poitiers. Natural ney 


Rouen. Municipal. Pictures, attributed to the old Italian 
Se eee cf te ack Taek aioe 


I. soe Excellent + 
Emperor Napoleon Napolne IT 


Paris ate Mer ardin des Plantes). Mela Hoy, Cm Me are 
Founded 
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Pictures. 
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Works of Art of the Middle 


Renaissance. Founded 
Tours. Collection of 


